BIN YAH
Bin Yah:  ([Gullah] n. sing. 1. ‘been here”: natives, long-time residents

Come Yah:  ([Gullah] n. sing. 1:  “come here”:  newcomers

“BIN YAH: There’s No Place Like Home”
 To Screen at Piccolo Spoleto Festival on June 3

SCETV Broadcast on “Southern Lens” Scheduled for June 12
BIN YAH: There’s No Place Like Home, a film that documents the impact of suburban sprawl on historic African American communities in Mt. Pleasant, South Carolina, will be shown during the Piccolo Spoleto Festival.  The screenings will take place on Tuesday, June 3 at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. at the Mother Emanuel AME Church, 110 Calhoun Street.  Both screenings are free, and will be followed by a panel discussion with the director and participants from the film.  Narrated by Ron Daise (Gullah Gullah Island), BIN YAH will also feature the debut of “Bin Yah,” a new song written by Mr. Daise specifically for the film.

Following the film’s appearance in Piccolo Spoleto, BIN YAH will be broadcast on the SCETV series Southern Lens on Thursday, June 12, 2008 at 10 p.m., one week before Juneteenth, the oldest nationally celebrated commemoration of the ending of slavery in the U.S.

Directed by Justin Nathanson, BIN YAH uses the testimonies of the residents to explore the culture and history of these communities, the importance of land and the concept of home, giving a voice to those who seldom have a chance to be heard.  Participants in the film include residents from the Four Mile, Six Mile, Hamlin/Seven Mile, Phillips, Remley’s Point/Scanlonville, Snowden and John’s Island communities.

Road widening, traffic, gated developments, and shopping centers are bisecting these close-knit neighborhoods of cousins and kinfolk, established by freed slaves and home to generations of their families.  Many residents are artisans and craftspeople, practicing traditional skills including sweetgrass basketmaking, brought over from West Africa and handed down from mothers and fathers to sons and daughters.  Today, Mt. Pleasant, South Carolina is the primary place in the U.S. where this grass is harvested and “sewn” into coiled basketry.

BIN YAH will attempt to preserve on film some of the memories of the special places that may be lost forever as the struggle between the real “bin yahs” and the “come yahs” escalates.

BIN YAH is directed and edited by Justin Nathanson, and produced by Nancy Cregg and Cara White.  The film is narrated by Ron Daise, with music by Darryl E. Horne.  The Director of Photography is Jesse Berger.   

This film would not have been possible without a generous grant from the Coastal Community Foundation, and through a partnership with the Sweetgrass Basket Festival Association.  
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